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Abstract: Objective To establish a method of ultra performance liquid chromatography-tandem mass
spectrometry (UHPLC-MS) in rapid determination of four types of amino acid neurotransmitters [ glutamic
acid (Glu), aspartic acid (Asp), glycine (Gly) and gamma-aminobutyric acid (GABA) ] in the serum of pa-
tients with epilepsy. We also observed the serological characteristics of these 4 types of amino acid neurotrans-
mitters. Methods The contents of Glu, Asp, Gly and GABA in the serum of 80 epileptic patients and 30
healthy subjects were determined by Shimadzu clinical UHPLC-MS, Serum samples were pretreated with pro-
tein-removing precipitator, and then detected by non-derivatization and isometric elution. The mobile phase

was 0. 1% formic acid aqueous solution and 0. 1% formic acid acetonitrile solution. Results (D The linear re-

lationship of UHPLC-MS was good ( » >>0. 9970). The average recovery rate RSD of the four amino acids was
87.30% ~122. 40%. The intra-day precision and inter-day precision were 3. 68% ~ 7. 94% and 4. 71% ~
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9.61% , respectively. The injection precision and the long-term stability were also good. @ The contents of se-

rum Glu and Asp in the epilepsy group were higher than those in the control group ( P <<0.01), while the con-

tents of serum Gly and GABA were lower than those in the control group ( P <{0.01).

Conclusion @ UH-

PLC-MS pretreatment is simple, rapid, accurate and stable, which is applicable for large-sample clinical study

of serum amino acid neurotransmitters in patients with neurological and mental diseases. @ The increase of se-

rum Glu and Asp and the decrease of serum Gly and GABA may be the characteristic biological indicators of pa-

tients with epilepsy.
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I3 G I A0 L R I AR5 L O B AR R 4 R ™
A JUT 1 8 RO et 0 R D T A i B A
30 WIHE AT IR, B 16 4, Lo 14 ], F Y 4E
(37.80+9. 100 % . B4 5 % BEZH 4 0l 449 B L B 4F
WA . 22 R G EE L CP =>>0.05), FiA 5%t
G2 B ot HE A 359 7 SR A F 5 O 45 28 A ) R L AR
GERRA TN PR 2 AR PR 2 B o i
1.2 IMERES RS AT EE R 5T SO B4 28
fE B ki 5~6 ml, B0 10 min(3000 r/min) , B B I
T 2 ml GRAFE L ARIR (70°C) PRAT 5 A8 I Bsh 457 11 375
FEA B IR, B0 10 min(3000 r/min) , B HL 100 pl
B0 JE B WRE R B L A 300 pl HEEZ
FREHTEN (N : WEE=1: D, %% 3 min, %
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Ji€ 2 min JB4), B0 10 min (13000 r/min), B 120 pl
EVEW AR 1. 4~10 5 A B S A g B L AR AR R
1 pl,

1.3 ARUERT M & A S50 i F IR 35 8 ook 46
Glu.Asp.Gly Fl GABA 15 [ v [ £ 5 24 5 A6 2 wiF 58
Bt s FF I L 2 0 b 7 1R R 78 (Merck) 28 R AE 7=, B Bk
W4 Fh 2 FERR AR E G 45 20 mg, 730 E T 50 ml &
A, 0.1 mol/L LR 75 2 20 FE e 400 pg/
ml {2 R At A R, A°C VKR AR AE &

1.4 UHPLC-MS % 5 & LabSolutions
Ver. 5. 91 {A3% T /Eu ; LC-20ADXR CLX 2K %) ;
DGU-20A5R CL(FEZ M A AL) 5 SIL-20ACXR CL(H
FkAEER) ; CTO-20ACXR CL (K iR 46) 5 CBM-20A
CL Rgefaiil . Otk &SR L H A% 5
HD WA A0, 190 H R KV W B AH B:o. 1% H
B2 N s Wi < 0. 35 ml/min; FE IR 40°C ; PRI Iy =0 %
FHAEFEVEG . B AHH BE S 10 %6 s EFEARAR 1 pl,

1.5 UHPLC-MS B & A A A% . = 5 DU AT
BTG A (LCMS-8040 CL) ; & F I « 25 F Wi %5 &5 F 1L
EEF AR (ESTH) s 56 M 3 : 3. 0 L/ min; T4
A 15,0 L/min; DL B 250°C 5 Jin Bk b i 7
400°C s FHH R Z2 8 O i (MRMD s MRM it 1k
SRR 1,

*£1 MRMB#
MRM channel Q1 Pre Q3 Pre
AA CE(V)
(M/2) Bias(V) Bias(V)
Asp 134. 00—>74. 00 -16 -12 -30
Glu 148. 10—>84. 05 -18 -17 -17
Gly 76.00—>30. 10 -10 -14 -27
GABA 104. 10—87. 00 -12 -13 -28
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2.2 FRUfEMRZ LR L ERR I BOE BT BROM T

B A4 Fh & 3 BRI A% W FE 4l K W B vk R 10 ~
4000 ng/ml #5 T8 BE Wk BE (R & bR ME VA W, 3% 1. 2~
1.3 (R 25 A B Ak B 7 1 A BRI E HLIERE S A7, A Ak
PR o DA G BRI Tk B Ry A AL s, L 2 56 1 0 T R A 9 Al
b g S AR T 2 AT L A3 B . 5 R R L4
FHE TR A6 2 1 Tk Y PR P R M AR G R A O R B
BIFE 0.9970 DAL s i R B8 . 45 B 4 Fh s LR
3 AV FE 4R 0 ARG ) PR AR A B AN MR BE S o 6 i AT
REBE R RE AR E M E 3 R, BRI E 3 A, A
P Ak A Ve FE R AS 1 SO 95 BE (CV) B ik B2 I
Y 5 B0 R BE 1 25 8 CV=<<20 0 . #EHf B <<15 1Y
S AR FEREAS (I 5 (AR A AR e i TR, 4
b FE R A AS I BR 43 5] 4 7. 00~14. 00 ng/ml , H: £k
PR R M OC R B MV B RN ER B, WLk 2,

R2 ATMHMEERTEBEZERSHY

5 S gy T ﬁ@?ﬁﬂq/ *Eﬂé W %i?ﬁ?/
(ng * ml™) £ 44 /% (ng * ml™")
Asp Y =0.30236 X —0.0228 21.50~1503. 60 0.9980 95.60~104. 10 14. 00
Glu Y =0.02713 X —0.0524 12.70~1623. 80 0.9991 91.90~107. 40 7.510
Gly Y =0.53621 X +0.0870 23.60~1305. 20 0.9997 92.70~105. 20 12. 60
GABA Y =0.18634 X +0.0251 25.80~1143. 50 0.9997 90.50~103. 80 10. 30

2.3 [ICRE RS EZS S 7RO AR IR &
A ML T R IR BE 53591 0 40 ng/ml1,400 ng/ml,
4000 ng/ml B A @ 4% 6 00 TR & AR VR R 1% 1. 3
LT A5 i T A B 7 36 Ak B0 5 o DLW A5 B I A(E
4 P A T Wl %5 [ A 1 d N EE ST 6 RN 2 J] N
526 W E WS TS B L H TR 22 A iR, 4

AR 1Y 0 kR W R AE 87, 30% ~ 122. 40% = Ja],
RSD<C5% ; H WA % B (RSD) ¥ <C7. 94 % , H [k %
FERE %% B (RSD) ¥7=<09. 61 %0, 2% B & 2 JL i 78 A 4 U
D5 R B R RS R AT A AR MR AR R
FoR, SERILE 3.

%3 IMEEBNOKERETEER (1 =0
M A i o i 2 H RS 5 1 H 1) 4 2
(ng*ml")  FHEYCR/%  RSD/% WM/ (ng - mI')  RSD/%  SiW{E/(ng+ ml') RSD/%
Asp 40 108. 40 4.08 40. 90 4.58 39. 40 6.52
400 101. 50 2.61 404. 20 4.92 398. 20 5.81
4000 113. 20 1.40 4007. 30 4. 65 4002. 50 4.93
Glu 40 99.10 4.16 39.50 3.68 40. 60 5.62
400 110. 30 2.54 401. 70 5.91 403. 50 9.61
4000 122. 40 3. 85 4006. 20 4.52 3998. 60 6. 81
Gly 40 97.50 3.82 40. 30 7.94 39.40 8.97
400 101. 60 2.47 402. 60 5.22 394. 20 5.85
4000 103. 50 2.13 4001. 50 3.92 3994, 60 4.71
GABA 40 87. 30 4.01 40. 60 4.05 39.40 7.22
400 97.10 1.96 401. 30 4.79 401. 40 5.38
4000 102. 90 0.95 4005. 70 7.57 4002. 20 8.82
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2.4 TR BRI, bRk B AR S A R
PR 10 G B4 40 ng/ml.400 ng/ml1.8000 ng/
mD . %M FHE 0 h.4 h.8h.,12 h 2 24 h 5 #EFEy
BT 5 TR BB ARG L b v o B %) VR 2 5 TR s v R I R T
il AR CT0°CHERAE 1D 6 A A 12 A A e .40 51

HERE AT AT , WA TUAICR AT A6 A 19 #H XT3 22 (RE) &
FEXFR 1fE 22 (RSD) , 4 B2 LR (RSD) 28 %0, 45 M
MTE-T0C & TR RCE 1 4F N E, K IR E %
U T LA B AR A DR AF SR I K, W3R 4,

R4 ATHEEBRNRVEMER

R He g/ AR 5 VR Rl E WAL AH WA 6 4~ H HAE 1AF
e (ng « ml'h) RE/% RSD/ % RE/% RSD/ % RE/% RSD/ % RE/% RSD/ % RE/% RSD/ %
Asp 50 5.37 2.83 -9. 30 2.86 -10. 38 4.16 -10. 94 3.86 -10. 40 5.31
500 -7.11 3.52 -3.47 1.74 -4.55 0.82 -6.56 2.83 5.25 3.53
4000 6.21 1.76 -0.35 2.83 4.72 0.91 -1.03 4.77 -0. 82 5.61
Glu 50 -3.02 3.64 -9.36 3.92 -3.99 1.28 3.73 4.73 -7.41 4,89
500 4.16 1.73 5. 84 3.01 3.26 2.91 8.68 1.18 8.63 2.16
4000 -7.73 3.79 3.95 6.10 -2.53 4.53 -3. 64 3.64 5.81 5.27
Gly 50 -8. 30 2.51 -7.63 2.19 -1.80 3.16 -8.59 2.05 8. 60 3.15
500 -9. 20 1.68 -8.72 3.28 1.07 3.78 3.53 1.55 6.03 2.46
4000 324.00 3.05 4.01 4. 37 6. 34 4.41 -8.51 2.01 3.16 3.08
GABA 50 -4.06 4,42 6.74 2.53 -9.61 1.03 3.46 1.46 5.88 1.92
500 -2.93 5.79 9.47 1.55 7.88 2.66 -8.42 3.91 -7.57 4.61
4000 7.50 7.16 -10. 20 2.64 -8.51 4.28 3.37 2.37 -5.29 3.95

2.5 TPHAFEA MY AL & 8o Hn ik A
BRAF 5T St BRI 38 FE AR, )R AR ST 0 b o il 42
HEAT RE 540 AT B A LK Glu, Asp 7K 8 T 0E & %
R (P <<0.00D) . Z R B E X;Gly, GABA /K
SEARTFIER SR (P <<0.00D), 2R A G it %= X,
WK S5,

K5 MRASMBASEBUETEREE {7 .ng/ml
45 n Asp Glu Gly GABA

WhoE 41 80  10.00%1.76 38.0042.26 45.00+3.18 27.00%3.49
Xt ER 41 30 2.53+1.17  9.10%1.48 63.00+4.31 54.00+2.72
t 21.502 64.916 23. 891 38. 206

P <0. 001 <0. 001 <0. 001 <0. 001
3 iTFig

o TR FE BRI /N o TR W BORE R /R AT AR
SR o 00RO 2 T 32 M R I 98 v 98 S /N 3 1 A R R R
2 Gl A A AL BE % E 4 ORI SR A BESE L, B
T3 ik TART AL SO SRR E L By 32 SO BE L
O R ) LA % D't 2 A5 DR 3R 52 Wi, 5 R 0 4 ol SR 21 L HL
B J3E e P 45 A % 00 2t A S A 1 ) G R R A 5 IR A
22 L 3K R I R I GE AR IR R R R N .
SO (2 1 - H3 TR TR T VR B T o RROR 3 O &2
FEAS B 5 7 1 A I 5 BT (B e SR RO | e o R A A
DL FURTE )2 0T BT R I R A6 46 45 @ e,
25 I O 2B L AR AR O A 25 R S T H A
I JEIHAELE Wy /N 73 W Jo B4 R ARG 7 B R
Sz ARWEFER B R R UHPLC-MS R4,
I B8 I R /N 2> & R TR - Glu, Asp. Gly Hl

GABA & it , X Iff DR I35 F5 A< 79 i A 38 07 325 | 60335 0 3
AR 4 IR AT T AL BUAS T L A 3 T 0 A T &%
B, HERFECRAMLIK-F B ALB B,
Hofs 5 0k 08 7 9 AR T AR T I R LA 0. 1% H R K % T (A
A AT 0. 1% B R 205 78 W (B AHD A 3 3l AH L 45 B2 o i
A6z D 0l 985 R L 4 AP EIRAE 1.5 min Ik B 58 4
IYES . R IR Y 5E 4 o B I R AR T R K R R R
SRR Y A R ROTORE S 98 R T A T Y 35 min
& 18 min, AEE A A FINA 0. 1% B R , BE B
T ARk E SRR A A B AR . 0. 1% A 2
AR R E R R E S T fE S IR A%
i o, % DA A M B o (50 R AR TR 81 o A S o 0 BT RRCSR 5 (L
PRI A P e 38 2o ey 2 6 B3 1 B B T R A s e,
AR L P R — RS, LR M.
P R S - KA R sh AR L B L R B W T 2 7 A i
FAEREMG ., 4 AR LLEI N 90%.B FshH
B A 10 Y0 B, 45 G 3 R ARG I 52 9038 i 2k 3] e it 4% 40 3
TRIGETE A 2 RAFX AR, & e THi R S X EME ., &K
TELMERR R 7E 10~4000 ng/ml JE N 4 R
LR TR BE B R OC BB AE 0. 997 LA b4 B G K R 1 A
DR BR AT 3K 3] 10ng/ml 22 47, 15 W SR A
S5 A0 A R Tk T BB e SR A A R R AT A R RO
AT AR EHERE R 90.50% ~107. 40 % .3
[0 3Ry 87. 30 % ~122. 40 % , H P4 FI H 6] ks %5 B 43 31
3. 68% ~7.94% Fl 4. T1% ~9. 61% , #f RE K5 5 JiF
I K RE YA, ANk & R PR R, A AL B R E L O
AT AR AL B, 2 M B BEAE 1.5 min Z NI H 4 Fp
FILTRUR BE L35 A I R KA 58 bl 48 ORGP 2 i 1R
M I S SR 2 b 5 T AR A
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U 2 bR 22 I REE DL AT 2 Rt H oA gk
E 294 900 0 N BB , R 0. 907, ~4. 80%0: 5
BEIRI S 7 30 %6 ~40 Yo WA B A A D RE R AR
PRI S 9 B HL A 0 T i e A Y B 92 W N B 3R
IR 0 R R TS A R L I A P R O
LA P TR ] P 2 T 28 ol 8 3 U 198 A S A8 2 5 3O
R RAEM R Z — . sRBSEA R AE TP IR & R G
oL SO B R AR DI SE R Glu 5 GABA L 43 2 B
FELAY LA P S A e e . R SR B
. Glu J2& 17 & 0 & 7F (Y 5 22 0% A5 Pk 4 8 38 J5 L i
GABA 75 BHA b HiX bl 28 50 5 % 80 19 4E L T DL o 2%
U 1 KA . 28 Toh e A ) 7 U 8L P G R
(VPA)IRYT I e I 28 3 12 A8 A0 1% B » & B0 L 1f
AEM Glu.Gly 1 Lys 98B & T X A, @ Wk 4
B LIV 2 R 1 A AR B X I AR YR T O B A —
SE R . BIFFE 28 B U 19 & A R e i dle o 7
TG R oA 1245, #8 5 iR B 28 3R 40 X M
V) 1 SR R 2 o o TS R A OG . v LT R B
R R MK Glu, Asp & TR, Gly LT A
BEL XA & BRE & PRI AR R I P GABA
FEMTE® X RE,Glu & T IEWXEE. IME &
I 28 2 v 5 B TR 4 %o K T 22 B AR AE — o 22 5 Il i R
[# (Blood brain barrier, BBB) " & 3£ 8 #; 15 1K & 4t fig
N 0 2B I TR % d A K [R) IR SLRE K s 2 5 iR 2
P25 Bt (GABA, Asp Hl Gly 28) 5 Vi JF B JiF 45 52 %
IV o ol 8 J L5 M T PN B TR K T R R — 1 A
etk ., SHEOER B F M Gly. GABA #k 3 B 1K #4 J5
P L 5 2%, 1T fg f DA JLAS 5 1 R 38 h 5 & n 52
e BT 3. O A0 H & IR A DI REFE AR ; @ h i b 2 R 52
O A o 22 39 T KT BRI T S B ) A R B B 9 b5 O
BBB #% iz & Dy & 1) i 72 5 B S i 51 R R KT B
AR 3 T MR 2% B M B R R M 220 BT Glu, Asp 7K -3
E IR RIS 22 M, 2 AR A Oy bR 0 U
M 0 B8 A D RE B A i N &R, WU & TR
T b2 T R, T RS 2 A S A A 3 T Ok A
o, 20 SR 2 F B 4 A P P AR R L 5 R
AR AL 38 3 25 G 4% SR A VR O R & B M S B 40T
AT, Glu.Asp Al GABA . Gly fF A # 22 & 2 i T %2
NI, Z 5T K 2085 16 3l 50000 10 & R kA &
BHRBAEY LR, A2 R M GABA fig
T3] P 28 A% 3 1 R O L 2% R SOWUIR 1) &R S W A6 19 4y
FHLEA A FEiE— L5 . ARBTG5 HE Il K
UHPLC-MS #0248 K200 T 80 14145 i £ 3 12 30 il
fil JfE IEH LTS Glu, Asp.Gly F1 GABA & &, & B
JRALIMNTE Glu.Asp & T X J4L, Gly .GABA {Ik T %J Ii#
41, ST v TS B ST 45 1 A 0, 15 B A 3 1R 2%
P 2238 5 2 5 U Y 22 R AL I g 3 R K F T
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